the women made their way to the hospital even-
day, braving stray bullets, to bathe the heads of
the sufferers or read the Bible to the dying. Some
of them cut their hair short lest it should fall
down as they bent over the beds. There was little
complaint from the patients; on one of Outram's
visits a soldier who had come up with the relieving
column smiled at him and said: 'We've saved them,
sir.'
Gradually conditions in the hospital were im-
proved. It was now safe to reopen the upper storey,
which was occupied by the 52nd and the artillery-
men of the old garrison. It was a welcome change to
men who had been lying in the stench and semi-
darkness down below to have fresh air through the
windows and a view of the country across the river.
The lower wards, which were given up to the sick
and wounded of the relieving force, were still
crowded, but fortunately it was found that the
doors and windows need not now be so closely
barricaded, and in any case the weather was growing
cooler.
On the 2nd October rations were reduced all
round. The daily issue for the European troops was
now as follows:
12 oz. meat, about half of which was bone.
1 Ib. ground wheat.
4 oz. rice.
H oz. salt.
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